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Ee Know no better Reaſon the follow: 
e Diſcourſe has to hope for a can- 
ä tid Reception, than from the Argu- 
nent it contains; which (however 
3 it has 8 treated, and far infe- 
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rior is the Dignity of the Subjett) it humbly 


begs the Benefit of, in a favourable Interpre- 
tation of. any. Defetts. that may be diſcovered 
in it, aud a due 15 ard ta the Goodneſs of its 
Intent. * The. ceclining State. of Religion 
in this prefent Age, is what every honeſt Man 


ſees and lanients ; and ſomelimes'too ſenſibly 
feels and experiences. That therefore, in or- 


der to &; Revival. Religion, Men:would be- 


gm at this fundamental Principle of it, was 


the only Deſign of its being humbly: recom- 
mended to the Pu licks in this Manner : = 0p 4 


— Ws 
4 AV 7 7 * "4 10 Vi. F i 
24 F i J 3 
. l —— Ay * m 
TC KY LY ACTION TAGS "IO A 
e 8 2 4 ? ** *\ . 4 : N "2 4 24 89 7 
DIAL » LEMEN, «© _—_ 
Ik ef NIC URDU 201 N Wonne 
r 3 4 ”_ 4 -*- I ILSS 
1 — „ Penne % * CN 7 7 A 
©,44 4 pe 7 __ wins 8 x.) Ma . 4 
* 
97 the. 
oY pix mot obediemy” 
Id 
rl 1 * 
e!-/ * - 
* 2 6 N 5 5 5 . 3 I 
4 „ & Ae \ N k 
4 18 e 3 \ Vi K 1 "i 1 3 3 
* 


8 N 4 6 ( * \ 1 ; 5 hunible Seat, : 
2 \ 224690 L | 


* j- " * & 4 SS 6. % * 9 5 . * * - 
5 5 N he * X. 
- . © k 5 F% © 


* : 
KY N — os ww. «<4 __ 
* 


WP { 
\ * A 4 # 
2 1 Ys 1 | : 
C x i 
* vy) 3 Þ 8 ' 
2 "Pies Ne ke 
* 15 & 4 \* : + * S * \ — 


* J 
* \ \ 
1 * 


— — — — — — — — 
* * * —_ — — 
, A ff” - 


St. MAT TAZ vil.” 12. 


At Thing „Wld över ye uu that 
Men ſhould" do to you,” do e even 
7 2 zo them For this rs the Law and 


e {4 


5 ee 70 777 20 Th $43 * 4 i118 


- 


»- 


* ; 77 «© Ty? N ' $3 1 
wo 4 14 2442414 4 + C 


however it a been by Tonk 
"miſunderſtood, or worſe expound: 
ed by che conttadictory Practice 

of many Chriſtian © Profeſſors 5 
yet; when refcued from ſuch cortupt Gloſſes, 
and viewed in its true Light, there is not a 
more rational and compendious Maxim of 
Juſtice and Equity, of Mercy and Charity, 
and of all ſocial Virtues; nor better calcula- 
ted to anſwer the true Ends of Government, 
in promoting the Intereſt and Happineſs of 
2957) ad in their publick and private, their 
religious 
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teliglous and civil Capacity. That Religion 


and Government mutually ſupport, and muſt 
always ſtand or fall with each other, is demon- 


ſtrable from this ſingle Precept; which can 


© Never be notoriouſly violated ; but it is hard to 


a an. 2 TT * cm — 


3 done to by others. 


. ay, Whether the Laws of civil Society, or 
thoſe of Chriſtianity ſuffer moſt, in the Diſ- 
cord and Confuſion that is introduced into the 


one, or the Contempt and Scandal that is 


thrown upon the other, 

Such being the univerſal Influence of this 
extenſive Duty, our Sayiour pronounces it, up- 
on the'whole Matter, to be the Law and the 
Prophets; the full Scope and Reſult, in its 
Deſign and Tendency z the Completion and 
PerfeQion of them, in its Uſe and Applicati- 
on. And as it has the undoubted Stamp of 
divinc Authority, as well as natural Reaſon 
and Equity imprinted on it; ſo, if we ttace 
its Antiquity, we find it inſerted among the 
earlieſt : Precepts of inſtituted Religion, ſaid 
to be deliycred to the Sons of Noah ; aſtet 
that, though not expreſt yet, tacitly to be im- 
plied under every other Law; afterwards re- 
viſed, and reinforced by the Authority of our 
E Maſter and ſupreme Lawgiver; and, 
aſtly (as ſome conceive, from good b Grounds) 
made one of the firſt n Canons, en- 
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Mx. the VI®-of Theft. or Rapine; and Doing as — 
» Vid. Iremeus Lib. 3. cap. 12. 
8. Cyprian. Lib. 1 Teſtim, Ae, cap. 119. ad finem. 
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joined the Gentile Converts in the famous . 


Council of Feruſa/em. 


Neither was it ſo obſcurely intimigesd by che 
Light of Nature, as to paſs unobſerved. It 
is one of the firſt and eldeſt of Nature's Laws; 
it readily offers it ſelf to the Mind of Man 

upon the leaſt Reflection; and approves it ſelf 
accordingly. Inſomuch that the wiſer Hea- 
thens gave their Suffrage to it, as to a ſelf. evi- 
dent Truth, and a fundamental Principle of 
all'moral and civil Juſtice : And we find an 
Heathen Emperot (though indeed the b Hiſto- 
rian tells us he learnt it of Chriſtians) ſo high- 

ly delighted with it, as to have it inſcribed 
on the Walls of his Palace, and in all publick 
Places, as the ſtanding Law and Meaſure of 
his Goyernment.' 

Yet, good and excellent as it is, it muſt how- 
eyer be confeſt, that the Precept of doing in 
all Things as we would be done unto, is not 
of it ſelf a ptimaty Law, nor abſolute Mea- 
ſure of out Practice; and, unleſs reſtrained 
and limited by other Laws, is not an univerſal 
Duty. Therefore its intrinſick Goodneſs and 
Krixklency only ſerves to enhance the MiCſ- 
chiefs that accrue to Mankind, by any per- 
verſe Miſconſtructions of it, or Deviations 
from it; which can only be prevented by 
ſativg. it fairly, and ſhewing wherein the 
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Equity of it lies, when rightly applied. And 


when the Rule has been thus ſet in a clear 
Light, and recommended it ſelf in Theory, 
it cannot fail of being followed by a ſuitable 
and conſiſtent Practice; unleſs let and hinder. 
ed by the unjuſt and unreaſonable Paſſions 
of Pride and Prejudice, Envy, Revenge, Ma- 
lice and the like Vices; which are only the 
Effects of Self. love, perverſly applied by * 
praved Nature. 

In treating therefore of this important Dur 
(as a Subject not improper * abi nen 
ſhall crave leave, 10 11 7891 fl 20 2ff91 ai 

ll 
110 ſtate and explain i it ; 0 2 a5 to obvi. 
ate any Miſtakes in its Application. 


II. To conſider the Reaſon and Equity up- 


on which it is founded; and the ou 
Obligations of it. 5 
Laſtly, The Advantages, more eperi⸗ 
ally accruing to the Publick, by doing, 
to other Men, as we 4 ye * foreld do 
70 US. 


I. I fhall, 3 ſo to \ ſtate an explain 
this important Duty, as to obyiate any Mi- 
ſtakes in the Application of it. I call them 
M: iſtakes 1 in its Application; becauſe real Ex- 
ceptions to it there are none: But it is a per- 


fect Rule of Life and Manners, when rightly 
ſtated ; and the Extent of its Obligation, both 


ag to Perſons. and Things, is as univerſal,” as 


the _ general Terms can make it; and 


| includes 
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1 (CY, 
includes all Things, indefinitely, whatſoever 
we would that Men ſhould do to us. And 
this indeed gives the true Reaſon of what fol- 
lows, that it is the Law and the Prophets; 
which, however wide their Circumference 
may extend, they 2/ point to this as to their 
common Center. No Deviation from it, is 
therefore in any Caſe allowable ; and, when- 
ever it may ſeem to be ſo, can only proceed 
from a Miſconſtruction of the Law it ſelf. 

So that, whenever Concluſions are drawn 
from hence that are unjuſt and un warrantable, 
we may very well ſuſpe& that they were not 
rightly inferred. For otherwiſe, the moſt ex- 
travagant -Demands muſt be complied with; 
the moſt unreaſonable Defires and Inclinati- 
ons gratified ; the moſt exceſſive Vice and 
Licentiouſneſs indulged ; the moſt notorious | 
Criminals eſcape the "Hands of Juſtice : And 
conſequently, the Bounds of all Right and 
Property be broken down; the Stream of ſu- | 
ſtice diverted ; and, in ſhort, all that Confu- | 
ſion introduced into the World, and even | 
eſtabliſbed by this Law, which it was purpoſe- 
ly deſigned to keep out, and to guard againſt. 
At this Rate, inſtcad of being the Ground 
and Foundation of all other Laws, it would 
point out an caly Way to ſubvert and under- | 
mine them all; and become a Plea for thoſe - 
very Crimes, of whoſe Guilt it is indeed the 
higheſt Aggravation. | 

There arc therefore three Things neceſſa- - 


+, ly implied and underſtood, in order to make 
U "Yn B | the 


1 
— — — . — ͥ —T— —jr —ꝛ—-t — en — 
2 — 2 %* * — 
* * 1 


— — ̃ᷓꝓ —224—2—— ͥ́ ͤ —— 1 
. 


6109) 
the doing in all Caſes, and to all Perfots, as 
we our ſelves would be done unto, practicable 
and obligatory ; viz. 
1. That our own Mills are ſuppoſed to be 


regulated, before they can be the equitable 


Meaſure and Standard of our Dealings with 


others. 


2. That the different Relation, Condition 
and Circumſtances we ſtand in to others, or 
they to us, muſt likewiſe. be taken into the 
Account. 

3. That the Things FEI that are to 

be done, or forborn towards others, by virtue 
of this Precept, muſt be enquired into ; how 
far they are reaſonable, or lawful; and, all 
Circumſtances conſider d, may be either ex- 
pected as of Favour, or mn as of 
Right. 


Theſe three Things upped (as i in all Rea- 


fon they ought to be) 1. preſume the Rule 


before us univerſally holds cry ; and that no 
Caſe can fairly be propoſed, to which the Obli- 
ion of it docs not extend. 

Firſt then, our own. Wills ought, pe” are 
here ſuppoſed to be regulated, before they can 
be the cquitable Meaſure and Standard of our 
Dealing with others. 

Self! love, being a Principle implanted in 
human Nature, whilſt it acts regularly, keep- 
ing within due Bounds, and being govern d by 
the ſound Dictates of Reaſon and Religion, is 
of excellent Uſe; as it fully anſwers all the 
Purpoles of Life, and is abfolutely neceſſary 


to 
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to every Man's Preſervation.” Under this Re- 
gulation, the Practice of it is enjoyn d towards 
others in that great Communament uf the 
Laus, equivalent to that of the Text, Thon 
Halt love thy Netghbour as thy: ſelf - Hereby 
ſuppoſing, that there is no Evil but Men na- 
turally flee from; no Good, but they, as natu- 
rally deſire for "themichins.: And therefore 
that Self. love, thus apply'd;/ and made the 
common Meaſurc and equal Standard of that 
which we bear to others; as it would inſpire 
Men with the juſteſt Sentiments, the ſofteſt 
and tendereſt Impreſſions of humanity: 80 
it would beſt ſecure. the Peace and Order. of 
human Societies; and be às neceſſary to the 
Welfare and Preſervation of Mankind in 
their political, as before it was in their wales 
ral Capacity. av 0308s ab 

This therefore is the true Meaſure of, our 
ſelues in the Application of this Rule. On 
the contrary, when Men forget thicit own 
Nature, and degenerate into Brutes; when 
they tranſpoſe the Nature of Things, cuiling 
Good evil, and Evil good, and * committing 
all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs; when they 
thus diveſt themſelves of all Humanity, be- 
come their own Enemies, and even ſeck their 
own Deſtruction: We cannot ſappoſe that the 
Will of Man ſo miſerably diſtorted and per- 
verted, ſhould ever be a Rule ſtrait mou to 
mcaſure his Dealings ien others by. | bt, 
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In vain therefore it is objected againſt this 
Rule, that it is an uncertain Standard: Be- 
cauſe it would make the irregular and diſor- 
derly Affections of Men, a Meaſure to go by 
in their Dealings with others. Whereas it 
corrects thoſe inordinate Affections; and ſets 
a Man upright upon his true Baſis, before it 
ſuppoſes him ſo much as capable of exerciſing 
this Duty. It preſumes a Man to have the 
right Uſe and Exerciſe of his underſtanding 
Faculties; and to be mindful of the Duty he 
owes himſelf in the firſt Place; to have an un- 
biaſſed Judgment ; and to make Reaſon and 
Religion only, the governing Principles of his 
whole Life and Actions. And in ſuch a re- 
gular Frame and Diſpoſition as this, and no 
other, is he requir d to do to others, as he is 
willing they ſhould do to him. 

Well, but is not this, it will be ſaid, to 
make our own Reaſon, thus rightly inform'd, 
the laſt Reſort, the only Rule of our Dealing 
with others? And what need we then any far- 
ther help for our DireQion ? More, it is to be 
fear'd, than the fallible Reaſon of Man is ge- 
nerally aware of; which is ſo eaſily corrupted, 
and led aſide by Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion, 
and ſo apt to err; unleſs we take this equitable 
Rule for our Guide; and, by making the Caſe 
our own, enquire, whether our Practices to- 
wards others are conſiſtent with our moſt juſt 
and regular Deſires and Expectations from 
them. "Certainly there is no Man ſo upright 
and judicious, but has need of this ſure Direc- 

tion 
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tion to regulate his Conduct by; even in the 
moſt common and ordinary Affairs of Life. 
For thus only, by weighing the Sum of things 
in this fair and even Balance, will he be able 
certainly to conclude, whether his Actions to- 
wards others are unprejudic'd and impartial. 
FSeconaly, Next to the Conſideration of 4 
Man's ſelf, and the regular Frame and Diſpo- 
ſition he ought to be in, to qualify him for the 
Performance of this Duty; the different Re- 
lation, Condition and Circumſtances we ſtand 
in to others, or they to us, muſt likewiſe be 
taken into the Account. 

For it is certain, that the different Degrees 
and Orders of Men are of divine Inſtitution; 
and conſequently, that this divine Law muſt 
not be ſo interpreted, as to break in upon 
them; or to place Mankind fo far upon a Le. 
vel, as to require the very ſame Duties in all 
Perſons without Diſtinction, mutually from each 
other. For thus the utmoſt Confuſion muſt be 
introduc d, and all different Obligations at 
once difloly'd. The Magiſtrate muſt not re- 
quire Allegiance, the Parent Duty, nor the Ma- 
ſter Service; upon Suppoſition that they are 
neither willing nor oblig'd to return either of 
them: And ſo, - reciprocally, Tribute need 
not be paid to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to 
whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour 
to whom Honour. 

| To ſolve this Difficulty, ſome have ſuppos', 


2 Rom, xiii. 7. 
| that 
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that the Rule only obliges us as Men; and not, 
lying under ſuch and ſuch particular Obligati- 

ons to one another; and that, take away the 
Relation we ſtand in to each other, the Rule is 
ſtall univerſally to be obſery'd. 

No the Foundation of this Miſtake mul 
proceed from not conſidering, that by Men, in 
this place, our Saviour may moſt probably be 
underſtood, only to correct and enlarge the 
Fewiſh Notion of the Word Neighbour, and 
our Duty to him (as he more fully explains it 
in the Parable. of the good Samaritan) ſo as 
to ſignify any Man whatſoever; but could not 
intend by it Men, in this Senſe, as ſtript of all 
manner of Relation and particular Obligation 
to each other; and, in this Capacity alone, 
held to the doing as they would be done by. 
For, not to — that it would very much 
abridge the Extent and Compaſs of this ample 
and univerſal Law ; and be very inconſiſtent 
with the comprehenſive Title aſcrib d to it, of 
its being the Law and the Prophets; ſhould 
all relative Duties be reckon d as excepted: Ca- 
ſes: ] believe it will appear, upon a more ma- 
ture Conſideration, that there are no Caſes in 
which it is more ptacticable; none, in which 
the Practice of it is more neceſſarily requit d, 
than thoſe abovementioned. And that, if 
this Law were more univerſally practiſed, we 
ſhould hear leſs of Tyranny and Oppreſſion in 
Sovyernors; Sedition and Rebellion in Sub- 


8. Luke x. 29, 36, 
jects 3 
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jects; Rigour in Parents, or Diſobedience in 
Children; Exaction in Maſters, and defraud- 
ing the Hireling of his juſt Wages, or of Eye 
Service in theſe. Wherefore this Rule may 
well be underſtood to include the fifth Com- 
mandment, as well as the reſt, and be the com- 
mon Meaſure of its Practice: It pointing out 
to all Sorts of Men I Duty i in their reſpec- 
tive Stations; and requifing that from every 
Man, which he himſelf might reaſonably have 
requir'd, in the ſame Relation, Condition and 
Circumſtances. 

And meaſuring others by this Rule, it is ill 
an univerſal Duty to 40 to all Men, as we would 
they ſhould do tous: To pay to Superiors the 
fame dutiful Obedience and Submiſſion, the 
fame Reſpect and Reverence, we our ſelves in 
their Stations ſhould require ; to Equals, the 
ſame Courteſy and Affability we expect; to In- 
feriors, the ſame Kindneſs and Condeſcen; 
fion, Encouragement and Fayour, we would 
receive from thoſe above us; and to all Men, 
however diſtinguiſhd, the ſame Acts of Since- 
rity, Juſtice, Mercy, and Charity, which the 
Laws of God and Man, and the good of So- 
ciety, exact from us; and our own juſt and re- 
gular Inclinations prompt us to deſire, and be 
pleaſed with when we receive them at mas 
Men's Hands. 

Thirdly, The Things themſelves, which are 
to be done or forborn towards others, by vir- 
tue of this Precept, muſt be enquir'd into, how 
far they arc reaſonable, or lawful ; and, all 

4 Circum- 
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Circumſtances conſider'd, may be either expec! 
ted as of Favour, or demanded as of Right. 
When our Saviour ſays, All Things whatſ0- 
ever ye would, he muſt be underſtood of ſuch 
Things only, as don't infringe upon, or are re- 
pugnant to any known Law. Our Wills are 
in this Caſe to be tied down and confin'd to 
their proper Objects; and not to be let looſe a- 
gainſt all Laws, but be ſubject to and regulated 
by them. Conſequently when our Deſires 
grow immoderate, and our Demands extrava- 
gant, as to their Object; when they have nei- 
ther Right to plead, nor Reaſon to expect that 


it ſhould be granted; the Rule no longer obli- 


ges. Thus, to love Mercy, is a Debt we owe 
to all Mankind ; but, for a Malefactor to plead 


this in bar of Juſtice, and, having notoriouſly 
violated this ſacred Law of the Text, (either 


by Treaſon and Rebellion againſt his Prince, 
or elſe by Murder, Theft, and the like capital 
Crimes) to think to take SanQuary under it; 
would be a moſt unjuſt, as well as unreaſonable 
Expectation; and, as ſuch, may lawfully be 
fruſtrated and defeated. Again, becauſe Cha- 
rity and Benevolence are univerſal Duties; 
therefore for an indigent Perſon to make an un- 
reaſonable Demand of them, is what the moſt 
charitable and benevolent Man is, I preſume, 
by no Laws whatever oblig'd to gratify ; tho' 
at the ſame time, no more than he himſelf, in 
like circumſtances, might as unreaſonably have 
deſit d. Therefore due regard muſt be had to 


„Mic. vi. 8 
Reaſon 


D * 
Reaſon and alice and the general Laws of 
Equity and Charity, before we can certainly 
determine, what Things they are, Which, by 
virtue of this Precept, we are either oblig d, or 
permitted to practiſe towards others. N By 
la doing which, and in judging of ſuch 
Things as arc lawful and neceſſary, reaſonable 
and expedient to be done to others; recourſe muſt 
be had to St. Pauls Rule, l hat ſoe ver Things 
are true; whatſoever Things are honeſt ; what ſ0- 
ever Things are juſt; whatſoever Things are 
pure; whatſoever Things are lovely; whatſoever 
Things are 9/2004 Report : If there be any Vir- 
tue, and if there be any Praiſe ; think on theſe 
Things. Things that are in themſelves Praiſe- 
worthy, and well- eſteem'd and ſpoken of by wiſe. 
and good Men, ate, in this Caſe, the Rule of 
our Duty; as well as thoſe that are more ſtrictly 
commanded. For human Laws are too defec- 
tive to be a full and adequate Rule of Action, 
in doing as we would be done unto. Not only 
our inward Thoughts and Affections (to which 
this Law nevertheleſs extends) but ſometimes 
our outward Adions, don't fall within the No- 
tice and Cognizance of Men; and, even in 
thoſe that do, human Laws are rather calcula- 
ted for ſuppreſſing evil, than enjoining good 
Offices; they deal more in Puniſnments, than 


Rewards; and are, for the moſt, rather a Ter- 


ror to evil doers, than a Praiſe to them that 
do well. In ſhort, we are oblig d to do as e 
would be done unto, in many Things, by the 
Z "ue 
A2 5 known 
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known Laws of Charity and Libexality, Gra- 
titude and Honour, Friendſhip and Relation, 
Courteſy and Civility ; in which human Laws 
are wholly ſilent, and acquit us from all Man- 
„ TT: 
It would be in vain, for any one to urge, to 
the Diſadvantage of this Precept, that, tho'hu- 
man Laws can't comprehend its Compaſs, yet 
they may direct its Courſe; by preſcribing 
Bounds to it, and limiting it at their Pleaſure: 
And particularly, that the Magiſtrate, in the 
Execution of publick Juſtice, ſhall not be at 
Liberty to obſetve it, any farther than theſe 
will give him leave. For it ought to be conſi- 
dered, that theſe very Laws which are objeQed,. 

are not only conſiſtent with, but founded upon 
it; and, were they. not ſo, would, for this Rea- 
ſon, be null and void, - For this, being a Law 
of natural, as well as inſtituted Religion, ſtands 
fixt and immutable ; ſo that the Obligation of 
it can't be revers d or cancell'd by any human 
Authority; and its apparent Equity is ſuch, that 
no Law whatever can be binding, that interferes 
with it. It cannot therefore, nor was it, I pte · 
ſame, ever intended to be vacated by other 
Laws, any more than it ſelf can vacate them. 
Reſtrain'd it may be, and variouſly apply d in 
innumerable Inſtances; but theſe are ſo far 
from being Exceptions of it, that they are ra- 
ther Illuſtrations of it. In ſhort, Obedience to 
human Laws, and the due Execution of them, 
is beſt ſecur d by Obedience to this: And, in 
this Senſe likewiſe, it may, not improperly, 


| be 
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be calrd; The fullfllins of the whole Law. 
When the Socintans therefore affirm (in de- 
rogation to the Laws of Chriſtianity) that the 
Goſpel-Precepts of Forbearance and Forgive- 
neſs of each other, and doing in all Things as 
wwe tool be done unto, are utterly inconſiſtent 
with all chercive Power in the civil Magiſtrate, 
they groſly pervert the Senſe of Scripture, and 
undermine the Foundations of Government; 
and plainly demonſtrate themſelyes to be equa 
Enemies to both. Since, in Truth, neither 
the Laws of Chriſtian Forbearance, tightly un- 
derſtood, nor yet the great Law of Equity in 
the Text, can hindet any Man from A 
conſiderable Injuries in a legal Courſe; or hold 
the Hands of Juſtice from inflicting proper Pu- 
niſhments upon evil Doers. For the publick 
Magiſtrate bears not the Sword in vain ; for the 
Defence of ſome, as well as the Correction of 
others; and ig the Miniſter of God, in this re- 
ſpect, no Tefs than the other, that He is à Re. 
„ I? Wrath upon him that doth 


. 


Upon the whole then, it may be concluded; 
that the Law of doing in all Things as we 
would be ddxe unto, as it ſtands thus explain d, 
with telation t6 Per/ons and Things, can admit 
of no real Exception : But holds good, in all 44 
Caſes, depending between Man and Man, in | 
their mutual Intercourſe and Dealings with each 
other; arid is of unix-r(al Extent, © | 
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The Perſons whom it of liges, are all Man. 


ind, howeycr diſtinguiſh; and the Things 
C 2 in 
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in which it obliges, and takes Place, are all 
Things whatſoever ; evil as well as good. For 
| when we are commanded to 40 all that Goodto 
another, which we our ſelves, _plac'd in his 
Circumſtances, might reaſonably have deſir'd ; 
it isneceſſarily, and more ſtrongly imply d, that 
we ought to forbear doing that evi to him, 
which we our ſelves, in the ſame Situation of 
Affairs, ſhould be equally un to receive 
from him. 

The Rule of the Text being thus explain'd 
and ſtated, I proceed to conſider, | 


II. The Reaſon and Equity upon which it is 
founded; and the ſpecial N 
1 rn 


"Us 


10 do as we + would be done by appears to be 
a moſt neceſſary, as well as reaſonable Service; 
if we but reflect upon the common Relation 
which all Men bear, and the conſequent Obli- 

tions they owe to each other. Even Nature 
it ſelf, unenlighten'd, dictates to every Man 
the Obſervance of this Precept, as often as he 
takes an impartial Survey of his own Being, 
and that of others; and obſeryes the manifeſt 
Equality there is between them, as to their Na- 
ture and Origin, their Circumſtances and Con- 
dition, their F aculties and Endow meins their 
Intereſts and Dependencies. The Superiority 
and Preheminence one Man enjoys above an- 
other, is ſo very little, as to be barely neceſſary 


to the good Government of the World, in a 
| duc 
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due Diſtinction and Subordination of Man- 
kind to each other; and the Diſparity be- 
tween them is founded, not on any natural, 
but merely accidental Differences, either of 
Mind, Body, or Fortune. Whereas, ſtripe 
and diveſted of theſe, they appear perfectly the 
ſame in all reſpects; created by the ſame God, 
and govern d by the ſame Providence; Parta- 
kers of the ſame Nature; capable of the ſame 
Happineſs; and obnoxious to the ſame Cala- 


mities. This neceſſarily produces ſuch a na- 


tural Alliance, as to make Mankind dependant 
not only upon a ſuperior Providence, but, un- 
der that, upon done another, for their mutual 
Support: Being, generally ſpeaking, and in 
their natural State at leaſt, equally capable of 
aſliſting, and equally needful of ſuch Aſſiſtance 
from each other. All which plainly intimates 
ſuch a natural Equality, as to require ſome 


common Standard, ſome equal Weight, and 


equal Meaſure for Mankind to go by, in the 

great and general Commerce of human Life, 

in all their Dealings and Tranſactions. So ne- 

ceſſary therefore has the Equity of this great 
Law been, for the upholding Society, in any 

tolerable Degree; that it was found originally 
written by the Finger of God upon the Hearts 

of Men. And, as it was thus authoriz'd and 

promug d, it wanted not the ſevereſt Penal- 

ties, the Stings of a wounded Conſcience, to 
enforce it; which ſeldom fail'd to chaſtiſe and 
torment the ſelf-condemn'd Sinner, upon e- 

very Violation of it. 


Such 


the Obligations of Mankind to 


. 
N * 
rr 
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Such is the true State of N 


ther, ariſing from thence: And not that ab. 
ſurd Scheme, which ſome faneiful Moderns 
have exhibited; who, ſetting aſide theſe natu- 
ral Obligations, repreſent the World no bet. 
ter than a wide Wilderneſs; and all Mankind, 


like Beaſts of Prey, devouring one another 


in it. ary e b 

If therefore we conſider Mankind, as thus 
naturally ally'd, and politically combin'd in 
Societies, for their mutual Defence; it is cer. 
tain, that thoſe who violate this Precept, en- 
deavour to looſe the ſtrongeſt Bands of human 
Socicty, and, as much as in them lies, to 
weaken the Sinews of Government; and are 
the common Diſturbers of the good Order and 
Welfare of both. XIAO] | 

In the Body Politick, as in the Body Na- 
rural, * The Eye cannot ſay to the Hand, 1 
have no need of thee; nor again, the Head 
to the Feet, I have no need of you. All Or- 
ders of Men have a mutual Dependance upon 


each other; and hence their mutual Obligati- 
ons partly ariſe. Even the King himſelf (ſays 


the > Wiſeman) is ſerud by the Labour of the 
Field ; and therefore is as much oblig'd by this 
Law of Equity, as the meaneſt Subject. And 
* knowrng that he alſo has a Maſter in Heaven, 
can in Reaſon expect no more from God, than 
others may reaſonably expect from him, 


21 Cor. xii. 2 1. > Eccleſ. v. 9. © Eph. vi. 9. 


Where⸗ 


WherefoiFEmaccs and Governors themſelyes 
ought (with due Submiſſion be it ſpoken) to 
govern. themſelves, as well as others, by this 
Maxim; and to deal by others, as they would 
he dealt with; either by Men, in a ſuppos d 
State of Subjection to them; or by God, 
whoſe Miniſters and Vicegerents they are. 
So that every Member of Society, from the 
leaſt to the greateſt, ſtands oblig d by this Law, 
to perform all good Offices, and to refrain 
from all eu to each other; as they themſelves 
hope to ſhare in the Protection, and reap the 
Benefits of the whole Community. In which, 
f one Member ſuffer, all the Members fuffer 
with it; and if one Member be honoured, all 
the Members rejoyce with it: Which is in no- 
thing more confpicuous, than in the Violation 
or ervance of this fundamental Rule of 
ane imac e 7 
But if, to our Natural and Political Obliga- 
tions, we add our Religious; nothing certainly 
can be ſtronger and more binding than this 
Law, upon every ſincere Chriſtian. 
Ihe great Veneration we profeſs for the Aur: 
thority of our ſupreme Law-giver and Re- 
deemer who enacted it, adds much to its Obli- 
zation, and ought to have a ſuitable Influence, 
The high Encomium he fo deſervedly beftows- 
upon it, in tiling it he Law. and the Pro- 
phets, not only ſtamps a double Value upon it, 
and demands a proportionable Regard to it; 
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but ſhould make every Tranſſ reflor of it jufily 
apprehenſive, leſt the whole Lau and the Pro. 
phets, with one united Voice, riſe up in "Judge 
ment againſt him, and condemm him. Again, 
the powerful Example of out Saviour, who 
jovd, and even laid down his Life for us his 
Enemies; and moſt ſtrictly charg d and com- 
manded, that, * as he loved us, d alſo ſhould 
love one another; might deter us from the very 
Thought of doing that to other (whether 
Friends or Enemies) that we our ſelves, in the 
like Caſe, would not be done to. And, laſtly, 
a tender Regard to the Church of God, 
which he purchaſed with his own moſt pre- 
cious Blood (his yſtical Body, the ſpiritual 
Society into which we are all incorporated) 
ſhould create the utmoſt Averſion 'and Abhor- 
renceto the ding any Thing that would 
in the leaft contribute to the Diſunion and 
Diſorder, or the Reproach and Scandal of it; 
as the acting againſt this great Principle of 
Chriſtian Morality muſt needs do. 

To love one another, was an ol Come 
mandment, as antient as the Law and the 
Prophets; but to love one another, as b our 


Saviour commanded, and as he loved us, was 


entirely new. So that, if to the legal,” 5 
add the evangelical Obligation, of loving our 
Neighbour as our ſelves, and doing to all 


Men as we e would they ſhould downto 15; no- 


) 


8. John — <5. 5 John xiii, 34. 


N thing 


2 


(5 
gothing can be conceived more n r 
than a due Compliance with it. 

As therefore we pay any N to ma 
Dictates of Nature; or to the Lau and all 


tbe Pruphets; and to our Saviour, the great! 


eſt of them all; as we dread his Diſpleaſure; 
would imitate his Example; or conſult the 
Peace, Welfare and Honour of, the nobleſt 
of all Societies, his Church: Upon each of 
theſe Accounts a freſh Obligation lies upon all 
who profeſs and call themſelves Chriſtians, - to 
the Obſervance of this Duty. | 

As a farther Engagement to Ha let as 
conſider, 01 


III. The W more eſpeciatly. ac- 
eruing to the Publick, by doing to other 
| Men, as we ere the 7 fBould do to us. 


The Peate and Happineſs of Mankind Was 
well and wiſely conſulted by the all- wiſe Pro- 
vidence of God, when this great Law, which 
has ſince gone through ſo many different Im- 
preſſions, was firſt enacted 5 the Obligation of 
it being ſo deeply laid in the very firſt. Princi- 
ples of human Nature; and (ſo cloſely annex- 
ed to it, that Men ſhould nor depart from 
the one, without receding from the other, and 
from their own Happineſs, in the ſame Pro- 
portion. And as all Mankind, none excep- 
ted, were ſo nearly intereſted in it; ſo they 
had univerſal Notice of it, at its firſt Publica- 
tion: And it became a living Law; legible 
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upon evety Man's Breaſt ; to carry about with 
him; and to turn to, upon all Occaſions that 
ſhould offer. In all which proceeding, the 
great Deſign of Providence was undoubtedly 
this; that the whole World ſhould ſtand mute 
and ſelf condemn d, at the Bar of infinite Ju- 
ſtice, ſhould they fail of attaining that Happi- 
neſs, the Way to which was fo plainly mark d 
out to them, as to be, even ſenſibly, imprinted 
r 5 
And as the whole World would be univerſal. 
ly happy; and a lively Tranſcript of Heaven it 
ſelf; in which every Man would be a good 
Angel, a true Image of God to his Fellow- 
Creatures; were the Will of God performed 
on Earth after this Manner: So every Nation 
and Community under Heaven, muſt expect 
to ſhare a proportionable Happineſs, according 
to their Obſervance of it. And, as the Cor- 
ruption of the beſt Things is ſtill the worſt, 
they will ſenſibly perceive their Calamities, 
both publick and private, to increaſe, when- 
ever they ſhall perverſly withſtand, or blind- 
ly overlook the ſacred Obligation of it. For 
ſuch, I am ſure, cannot be the Way to the 
attaining that, which is the greateſt of all 
temporal Bleſſings, and which includes them 
all, the * /eading quiet and peaceable Lives, in 
all Godlineſs and Honeſty. Ts 

The Terror of human Laws, and their 
Penalties, may indeed go a great Way in 


n 
awing 
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awing and affcighting Men into Duty, and 
making them obedient ro Government and 
Laws: Yet ſtill, were they not influenced by 
a better and more ingenuous Principle, than 
barely the Fear of temporal Puniſhments, 
Men's Lives and Fortunes muſt ſtand upon a 
very precarious Bottom; and would lye en- 
tirely at the Mercy of thoſe, who, laying a- 
ſide all private Obligations of Juſtice and Ho- 
nour, and doing to others as they would be 
done unto; would be ready, upon the firſt 
Opportunity, to commit the greateſt Out- 
rages (in Defiance of all Laws) either ſo ſe- 
cretly, as to be out of all Apprehenſions of 
Juſtice; or perhaps ſo artificially, ' as to have 
Hopes of evading it. Nothing can effectu- 


ally hinder Men from acting the fouleſt 


Crimes in Diſguiſe (in Hopes of Secrecy, or; 
at leaſt, of Impunity) but a due Regard to 
the private Judicature of a Man's own Breaſt ; 
and the ſecret Conviction and Condemna- 
tion he paſſes upon himſelf there: And, by 
this Rule, doing nothing to others, which, 
himſelf being Judge, he abhors the ſuffer- 

This would very much improve the 
2 State of the World, and make every 

an a Friend, and a Benefactor to his 
Neighbour ; and would be an effectual Cure 
for thoſe many Evils, which, even in private 
Life, Men' are daily plotting and P's 
againſt each other. 
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But the Publick is ſtil! more nearly con- 
cerned in the Obſervance of this Law, and 
more ſenſibly affected by the Violation of 
it; in proportion, as the Intereſt of collec- 
tive Bodies of Men, is greater and more 
conſiderable than that of any ſingle Indivi- 
dual. And, as it was principally ordained 
for the Eſtabli ſment of Society and good 
Government; ſo the Breach of it can, in its 
natural Conſcquence, tend to nothing leſs 
than its Diſſolution. Nothing therefore can 
be more prejudicial to the publick Good, than 
the ptivate Views of ſelf deſigning Men; un- 
mindful of theit Duty to others; and regard- 
leſs of any Intereſt, but their own. And 
what will not ſuch Men do, when they have 
Opportunity? Such faQious and turbulent Spi- 
rits will be evermore the moſt forward in plot- 
ting and conſpiring the Subverſion of the Go- 
vernment that protects them; or will, at any 
Time, readily ſacrifice the publick Good, to 
their own reſtleſs Ambition, griping Avarice, 
of implacable Spleen and Reſentment. Where 
as, the very Reverſe of this, a truly publick 
Spirit, free from all Guile and Hypocriſy, 
from all narrow, partial, and ſelfiſh Views; 
as it is a neceſſaty Concomitant of the great 
Rule of ſuſtice in the Text; ſo is it an eſſen- 
tial Qualification in good Subjects; in order to 
make the Government they live under ſafe and 


happy, by their dutiful and. ſubmiſſi ve Beha- 


viout towards it. And would entitle them to a 
; juſt 
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juſt Claim to a ſuitable Return from the go- 
verning Part, in a regular and impartial Di- 
ſtribution of Juſtice ; trul and indiſferentiy 
adminiſtred, without reſpect of Perſons, Inte- 
reſts, or Opinions; and directed to no other 
End, but the Honour of God, in the Pumiſb. 


ment of Wickeaneſs and Vice, and the Mainte- 


nance of true Religion and Virtue. 

I ſhall beg leave to add but one more Con- 
ſideration, before I conclude, to enforce the 
Obſervance of this great Law (which ſo ſuf- 
ficiently recammends it fclf by its awn.inhe- 
rent Excellency; has the moſt facred Qbliga- 
tions to confirm it; and the moſt bleſſed Ad- 


vantages, both publick and private, attending it) 


and that is, that it is the peculiar Law by which 
all Men will be judged; and ſhall either ſtand 
or fall, at the general Aſſize of the laſt Day. 
For thus ſpeaks the great Judge of quick and 
dead, — * With what Judgment ye judge, ye 


ſhall be judged; and with what Meaſure ye 


mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again. Words 
of great Importance! And including a moſt 
impartial Sentence! Since we are thereby to 


receive no o her Severity at the juſt Hands of 


God, than what we our ſelves have before 
condemned, even when we committed it; 
and were convinced in our own Breaſt, that we 
ought not to have done, from a Conſciouſneſs 
of our own Unwillingneſs to ſuffer it. Where- 
fore ſo ſpeak ye, and ſo do (lays the > Apo- 
ſtle) as they that ſhall be judged by the Law 


S. Matth. vii. 2, dS. Jam. ii. 13, 14. 
of 


(30 
of Liberty. For he ſhall haue Fudgment 
without Mercy, that hath ſhewed no Mercy; 
and Mercy rejoyceth againſt Judgment. 
That therefore we may not finally forfeit the 
Favour of God, by neglecting our Duty to 


Men, in this important Article of doing as we 
would be done unto, 


May Gop in Mercy to us grant, through 

Irsos Carisr our Lorp, to whom, 

with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, 

three Perſons and one God, be aſcribed, 

a4 is moſt due, all Honour and Glory, 

Might, Majeſty and Dominion, both 
now and for evermore. Amen. 
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